
His first task [the settler], after getting his
shanty in habitable shape, was to make war-
fare on the trees. There, on every hand, they
stood, walling him in, even shutting him out
from sight of sun and star, of all sizes and
kinds. Here was a monarch who reared his
head far above his fellows and whose trunk a
giant could not, with outstretched arms,
span; there the sapling that a child could
snap. Littered on the ground were the
remains of old trees in every stage of decay,
from the veteran overthrown by the last gale,
carrying in its fall several of its neighbors, to
the trunk half resolved into the soil that had
for ages fed it.            Sellar, 1888

During the 1880’s, Robert Sellar, owner and edi-
tor of The Canadian Gleaner (Huntingdon) inter-
viewed some 300 of the remaining original settlers of
the Haut-Saint-Laurent over a period of 8 years.1 He
recorded their priceless accounts in his History of
the County of Huntingdon and the Seigniories of
Chateaugay and Beauharnois. 2 This work consti-
tutes a unique testimony, from first hand witnesses,
of the passage from virgin land to settled territory.
But, as pointed out by McGee, the geographical
order championed by Sellar in his book makes it
frustratingly difficult for someone interested in a par-
ticular theme of the settler’s life and environment.3

For example, the numerous direct allusions to the
early wilderness are scattered across Sellar’s 643
page book. Yet, these accounts are invaluable in
reconstructing the composition and characteristics of
the presettlement forest for scientific reasons.

In Part I of this article, we listed and classified
all excerpts pertaining to wildlife in Sellar’s History.4
These accounts tell stories of fructuous hunting and
fishing, of threatening bears and wolves, of skies

darkened with millions of the – today extinct – pas-
senger pigeons. 

In part II, we focus on the forests and marshes
that represent the landscape context in which the set-
tlers’ epic history unraveled. The reconstruction of
the original natural landscape, by providing a base-
line standard for evaluating present-day environ-
ments, is considered an essential component of con-
servation planning and ecosystem management. 

For more than two decades, the authors of this
article, as scientists, tried to reconstruct in the most
detailed way the composition and characteristics of
the original vegetation of the Haut-Saint-Laurent
using various sources of information: old maps,
archives, sales of wood reported in notary deeds and
demographic study of an old-growth forest (see ref-
erences). In this toolbox, Sellar’s work represents a
most valuable asset. Several passages in the book
confirm or clarify change in forest patterns that were
suspected from other sources, while others introduce
details not available by any other means. Sellar could
not be more visionary when, on reflecting on his
book, he wrote in his diary:

The work, I know, will not be appreciated
now, may fall still-born from the press, but a
century hence it will be a treasure, and I like
the idea of working not for the applause of
my contemporaries, but of doing something
that will gratify and instruct posterity.5

Of course, one has to be cautious in interpreting
accounts reported in Sellar’s history. Indeed, Sellar’s
work being based on an oral-history approach, any
single account could be exaggerated, incorrectly
reported, plainly false, or reflects Sellar’s own bias-
es. Yet, it is the weight of similar or concordant
accounts that give credibility on the conclusions that
can be drawn from a particular subject. 

We present an inventory of the most revealing pas-
sages pertaining to vegetation in Sellar’s book. The
page number (from the 1963 and 1975 reprints) is
given for each excerpt. Additional information such
as the identity of the settler quoted by Sellar, the year
or the approximate location involved are also given
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when possible, and in this respect, R. McGee’s
“Companion” was helpful in locating the settler’s
origin. Details given between brackets within an
excerpt are our own. We present and summarize each
subject providing historical information based on
other sources.

The Demise of the Giant Pines
and Towering Oaks

In historic time, the very first human activity that
made a significant impact on the Haut-Saint-Laurent
landscape was the lumbering of its pines and oaks.
Events on the other side of the Atlantic were respon-
sible for a strong need (and high prices) for those
trees. In the early 1800’s, Napoleon, then Emperor of
France, decreed an embargo against his British
enemy, barring it from trading with its usual Baltic
region partners. It left Britain no choice but to turn to
its distant overseas colonies for supply, and Canadian
forests could fill the high demand of the British navy
for wood and masts.6 White Pine (Pinus strobus),
this king of all trees for the formidable size it can
reach, was once the richest, most desirable species in
eastern Canada. It was shipped whole for masts,
squared or cut into lumber and planks. As for oak, the
exceptional quality of its wood made it a favorite for
a great variety of uses, but it was first of all for staves
that it was so much sought after, because

...in an age when the barrel was the equiva-
lent of the modern tin can, the world demand
for staves was large.7

The exact oak species that was harvested in the
Haut-Saint-Laurent is never mentioned in Sellar’s,
but there is no doubt which of the four oak species
present in Quebec is involved. Red Oak (Quercus
rubra) is the most common oak species in Quebec,
but it was probably uncommon in the region, the
species preferring the xeric higher slope and summits
of the southern Laurentian, the Monteregian Hills
and the Eastern Townships. The oak referred to in
Sellar’s is the second on the list - Bur Oak (Quercus
macrocarpa), a species that tolerates moist bottom-
lands and whose quality is equivalent to the precious
White Oak (Quercus alba). 

The pre-settlement forest of the Haut-Saint-
Laurent region hosted its share of exploitable tim-
bers, and many early settlers were impressed by the
size of some of its trees – or more often logs – as
reported by Sellar:

The flats were covered with magnificent
oaks, many trees yielding 18 3½ foot staves
before a knot was reached. (1812,
Williamstown, p.47).

… they found a mast, which had got adrift
from a raft, lying across the [Chateauguay]
river, at least 100 feet wide, from bank to
bank (1810, Ormstown, p.54-55)

The magnificent timber that fringed the
Salmon river was the great attraction, for
oaks 5 feet across, and pines unequalled in
quality elsewhere, grew upon the knolls that
bordered it (Dundee, p.67).

… [west of Hungry Bay] pines so straight
and tall that they were made into masts, and
sticks ranging from 80 to 120 feet long were
hauled out to the [St. François] lake every
winter (p.205).

Of one white-pine mast, got out for McBain,
a memorandum has been preserved. It was
84 feet long, 25 inches at the butt and 18 at
the small end (Laguerre River, St. Anicet,
p.227).

There was splendid pine all over, and I have
seen masts 110 feet long and trees that
squared 32 inches (Patrick Curran, St.
Anicet, p.236).

…I remember one white pine log that was 4
feet across at the butt (Archibald Cameron,
Bean river, Williamstown, p.266).
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Of the size of the pine that grew, a canoe
made by the Indians, 4 feet wide by nearly 60
long, is proof (along the English River,
p.298).

Judge Brown, an American, contracted with
the British government to get out masts, and
I have seen them 90 feet long (John Hunter,
Huntingdon, p.363).

The flats along the creek [Trout River] were
covered with a splendid cut of bush, as you
may suppose, when one pine made 6 logs of
12 feet (John March, Trout River,
Godmanchester, p.435).

The flats along the upper waters of the
English river were dotted with giant oaks,
fellows the yielded logs 3 feet square, and
from 30 to 40 long… (English River, p.522).

We believe that White Pine trees were originally
scattered across the ridges and high land forests,
mostly as small groves or isolated individuals tower-
ing over the surrounding hardwood trees. White Pine
is a poor competitor in its young stages on fertile
ground, and it never outnumbers the more aggressive
hardwoods. However, it is a strong tolerant of dry
and poor conditions, and across its range, White Pine
may have dominated and formed real “pine forests”
on sandy soils, where most other tree species fare
poorly. The extensive pre-settlement pine forests on
sandy banks along the Outaouais River are legendary
(and gone). 

In the Haut-Saint-Laurent, the only sandy area of
significance is in Cazaville vicinity, and in pre-settle-
ment time, it probably sustained a magnificent White
Pine forest, with no equivalents anywhere today.
Sandy land does not recover well from clearcutting,
and in one account, Sellar reports how this area, for-
merly known as “Pine Plains”, had been turned into
a “desert sandy plain”. Today, there are a few patch-
es of young and submature forests around Cazaville
but while they do harbor some pines, they are most-
ly converging toward a dominance of Red Maple
(Acer rubrum), accompanied by other broad-leaved
species such as Grey Birch (Betula populifolia) and
Large-toothed Aspen (Populus grandidentata). The
fact that these areas do not tend to recover to their
initial pine forest composition is still not fully under-
stood.

On the Pine Plains, especially, the timber
was magnificent, and so abundant that it
withstood the ravages of the axe for over 20
years, when it became the desert, sandy
plain of to-day (Cazaville, p.205).  

While there are a few references of early
colonists lumbering pines and oaks, we learn from
Sellar that most of this exploitation was done before
settlement, by seasonal lumberers who would come
to the region and pluck the forest of its finest trees.
By the time settlement of the Haut-Saint-Laurent
really got into full gear, in the 1820s, most of the best
trees were already gone. Our own research based on
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wood sales reported in notary deeds shows that there
was still some exploitation until the early 1840s.8

… there was a small sawmill at the mouth of
the St. Louis, which apparently as early as
1780 began changing the noble pine-trees
that overhung its waters into boards…
(mouth of the St. Louis River, Beauharnois,
p.7).

Of these adventurers, … plunderers of the
magnificent groves of oak that bordered the
rivers, … no record is now to be recovered
(p.14).

[Eustache] Dupuis, himself a lumberman,
attacked the giant pines, that grew thick
behind his humble shanty on the lakeshore…
(ca. 1795, probably Pointe Dupuis,
Cazaville, St. Anicet, p.15).

… they made enormous quantities of oak
staves for shipment to the West Indies
(Williamstown, p.47)

That year, lumbering had been made unusu-
ally active, there being a great demand for
oak and masts for the royal navy... (1810,
Ormstown, p.4).

Several winters he [Macaulay] sent no fewer
than 200 men into the woods, and when the
ice broke, covered the Chateauguay [River]
with rafts of the finest cut of oak and pine
(Chateauguay River, p.158).

… and cutting and rafting of timber, a con-
cern which has been carried on extensively
for many years, and in consequence of which
the timber of large size, principally oak and
pine, has become rather scarce in the vicini-
ty of the lake, rivers and creeks within this
township (1820, from a report from Surveyor
General Bouchette, shore of Lac St.
François, west of Port Lewis, p.170-171).

He [Surveyor General Bouchette] found that
lumberers had been so active along the
banks of the Chateaugay that trees fit for
export were scarce (1820, Chateauguay
River, p.172).

Though the oak had disappeared, the ridges
were still crowned by great pines, one of
which, standing on its site, furnished
[James] Curran with the 3 lower logs of his
shanty (ca. 1821, Dundee, p.202).

The oak was all gone, but the pine was no

more than touched (Duncan, also known as
“Torramore”, St. Anicet, p.217).

On the flats along the [Laguerre] river he
[McBain] cut a great quantity of oak and
pine, immense lots of masts, oars, and flatted
timber of all sorts (Laguerre River, St.
Anicet, p.226).

… only the tracks made by the lumbermen,
who had begun to get out square timber. Up
to then they had only taken masts, and the
woods were not plundered (Patrick Curran,
Godmanchester, p.235).

For a long time lumbering gave employment
during the winter, and great quantities of oak
and pine were taken out (along the English
River, p.298).

… with clumps of pine on the ridges
(between Upper Ormstown Concession and
the St. Lawrence River, p.344).

Alexander Mills, a carpenter by trade, care-
fully preserved the pine and oak on his lot for
future use (Ormstown, p.355).

Macaulay of Glengarry was lumbering on a
large scale, getting most of his pine on Trout
river between Ford’s rapids and Barlow’s.
Much was also taken from the ridge that
extends from Biggar’s to New Ireland. Oak
was getting scarce, and was being split into
staves for the West Indian market; they were
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They [settlers on Teafield] managed to raise
crops by burning the surface of the muck and
sowing in the ashes. If they got a good burn
and the season was dry, they raised fair
crops of oats and barley; if conditions were
unfavorable they decamped, so that for many
years the population on the swamp lots was
a changeable one (Tea Field, Ste. Barbe,
p.190).

The Old Countrymen on the lakeshore
viewed the unexpected incursion in their rear
with astonishment, and [falsely] believed it
was only a matter of a few years when the
poor people would be starved out, and
Teafield, excepting the patches of good land,
which rise above its dreary expanse like
islands, would relapse into desolation (Tea
Field, Ste. Barbe, p.191).

The church was got cheap [from an adjoin-
ing parish], was removed in section and re-
erected on a knoll [where Ste. Barbe now
stands] at the eastern extremity of the swamp
(Tea Field, Ste.Barbe, p.191).

While the flat wet lands represent an important
component of the original landscape of the Haut-
Saint-Laurent in terms of surface area, this is the por-
tion of territory we know the least in terms of pre-
colonial vegetation composition. Like elsewhere in
the Saint-Laurent Valley, wetlands have been exten-
sively drained and modified, and virtually all the vast
clay plain has been long replaced by cultivated land,
leaving little indices of its original vegetation.
Sellar’s few references to tree species composition of
the wetlands are thus particularly informative and
valuable. However, one has to keep in mind that
these accounts may be strongly biased toward those
tree species that were of any importance to the set-
tlers. There are some other indications that, in fact,
most of the wet plain in the Haut-Saint-Laurent may
have been colonized by trees of small stature and
bushes rather than mature exploitable forests.12

Black Ash (Fraxinus nigra) and White Elm
(Ulmus americana), two species that prefer wet but
rich soils, are repeatedly mentioned in Sellar’s.
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Evident River at the time], a tributary of the
Chateauguay River, p.337).

Between the upper Ormstown concession
and the St. Lawrence there were no settle-
ments, the country being a tamarack swale…
(Ormstown, p.344).

Much of the tamarac,… was cut into railway
ties and sent to England (before 1860,
Ormstown, p.345).

The country was heavily timbered, particu-
larly south of us, where there was great black
ash and elm (John Woodrow, along the
Outarde River, Jamestown, p.350).

He found the site of the village brule, cov-
ered with scrub timber, cedars, and raspber-
ry bushes, and very wet (Huntingdon,
p.370).

… finding it wet and covered by thick under-
bush (between Dewittville and Huntingdon,
Godmanchester, p.412).

One elm near the house was 7 feet across,
and took nigh an acre of timber to burn it
(1829, William Cunningham,
Godmanchester, p.419).

Above that point, the timber was large elms
and black ash (James McDonald, [along the
Chateauguay River ?], Godmanchester,
p.424).

… and the flats being cedar-swamps (along
the Trout River, Elgin, p.440).

Where the land was low,– swales was the
local term– the trees formed thickets that
were impassable, and in the swamps cedars
shut out the day (p.449).

A fine cut of black ash and elm was their sup-
port for many years,… (subsequent to 1830,
Hinchinbrooke, p.490).

… the cedar-swamp that lay west of
Burnbrae was cross-wayed (about 1835,
Hinchinbrooke, p.494).

On these flats grew a heavy growth of black-
ash and elm (north of Covey Hill, near St.
Chrysostome and Russeltown Flats, p.515).

Precolonial Forests of the Dry Upperlands

Not all the Haut-Saint-Laurent region was wet-
lands. All morainic ridges were well drained and
covered with fine hardwood. Sugar Maple (Acer sac-
charum) was then, as today, an important component
of the forest. We found from other sources that Beech
(Fagus grandifolia) was also very abundant in pre-

colonial times, a fact supported by the numerous ref-
erences to the species in Sellar’s.19 Maple has been
remarkably able to recover from past cuttings and
disturbances. As for Beech, it has been largely deci-
mated from the Haut-Saint-Laurent landscape and,
apart from scattered trees here and there, only in a
few forests – the best of which is the old-growth
Muir’s Wood Ecological Reserve near Huntingdon –
do we find remnants of its past glory. 

In Sellar’s, “birch” probably refers to Yellow
Birch (Betula alleghaniensis) another tree species
whose abundance, like Beech, has been severely
reduced.20 Other tree species of mesic forests men-
tioned by Sellar include Basswood (Tilia ameri-
cana), Hickory (most likely Bitternut Hickory –
Carya cordiformis), White Ash (Fraxinus ameri-
cana), and Butternut (Juglans cinerea). 

While we report in this section the references to
Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), they may have origi-
nated from more humid sites since this species has a
wide range of tolerance toward soil conditions.
“Poplar” (Populus sp.), a second-growth tree typical
of young disturbed forests, is mentioned in Sellar’s,
but it is unknown whether it refers to Large-toothed
Poplar (Populus grandidentata) (very likely),
Trembling Aspen (Populus tremuloides) (possible),
or Eastern Cottonwood (Populus deltoides) (unlike-
ly).

The land is very good, and fit for the cultiva-
tion of any kind of grain peculiar to this
country. Timbered chiefly with birch, bass-
wood, maple, hemlock, some pine, butternut
and elm,… (Joseph Kilburn, Surveyor.
(1793-1794, Hemmingford, p.11).

The place is now desolate, a few poplar-trees
and the remains of an old wall
(Hemmingford, p. 18)

… by the roadside, where some poplars still
grow, on the farm he had occupied, west of
Baker’s… (probably along the Chateauguay
River near its confluence with the English
River, p.34)

… the road is very good, traversing large
swells of fine land timbered with maple,
though in some part rather stony… (1820,
from a report from Surveyor General
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Bouchette, between Laguerre River and
Trout River, p.171).

The general quality of the soil is good,
although rather light and in many parts
stony. The timber is of superior quality,
namely beech, maple, elm, basswood and
pine (September 5th, 1820, from a report
from Surveyor General Bouchette,
Hinchinbrooke, p.172).

Mr. Bouchette reported that the “general
quality of the soil in the [Hemmingford]
township is very similar to that of
Hinchinbrook, but rather more broken and
stony; it is chiefly timbered with beech,
birch, maple, elm, pine, and basswood
(1820, from a report from Surveyor General
Bouchette, Hemmingford [including
Franklin and Havelock], p.173).

On the ridges very good crops were raised
(Dundee, p.203).

The numerous marshes prevented the con-
struction of roads, and up to 1835 there was
hardly one fit for wheels (along Lac St.
François in Dundee and St. Anicet, p.203).

The clearances were confined to the ridges

and knolls that so abound in Dundee, and on
these crops of potatoes and corn were raised
(Dundee, p.205).

Because it was so easy to chop and split, we
preferred basswood for firewood, leaving the
beech and maple, and had poor fires in con-
sequence (John McPherson, near Laguerre
River, St. Anicet, p.221-222).

The land looked well, being covered by a fine
growth of hardwood, the name Beechridge
being given to it from the number of large
beech trees (Archibald Cameron,
Williamstown, p.268).

The bush being almost entirely hem-
lock… (1822, William McKell, along the
English River, p.296).

… on the Scotch concession on account
of the fine bush upon it, hickory being
especially plentiful (1823, William
Miller, along the English River,
Williamstown, p.299).

… for the hemlock that abounded on this
concession was second-growth, … (ca.
1837, between the Chateauguay River
and St. Louis River, p.327).
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On the lots secured by Rice, was a ridge cov-
ered with a fine maple bush, to which, up to
a late date, the Indians came every spring to
make sugar (Ormstown, p.342).

Much white ash was split for ship’s oars
(John Hunter, Huntingdon, p.363).

We did not think much of the land from
Huntingdon to Murray bridge, it being cov-
ered largely by hemlocks … The ridges were
heavily timbered with maple (James
McDonald, [along the Chateauguay River
?], Godmanchester, p.424).

Even in potash-making, the ridges were
superior to the river-flats, for their maple
was almost equal to the elm of the swales
(along the Trout River, Godmanchester,
p.432).

In the magnificent growth of elm and hard
maple along Oak creek… (ca. 1823, along
Oak Creek, Elgin, p.437).

The helve, or handle, he shaped out of the
hickory trees in his bush (p.450).

… the  land was poor, from its being covered
with soft wood, mostly second-growth poplar
and hemlock, with some pine (between
Huntingdon and Athelstan, Hinchinbrooke,
p.478).

Why the Beechridge got its name is hard to
say, as spruce was the predominant tree
(1818, Willis C. Roberts, Williamstown,
p.516).

The bush in those days differed from the
present, in being so free of underbrush that
in an hour’s travel the axe would not have to
be used once. Winding out and in between
the forest monarchs, the settlers drove their
ox-sleds in every direction, as fearless of los-
ing themselves as the Arab in his native
deserts (between St. Chrysostome area and
Laprairie, p.520).

The hill was covered with beautiful timber,
mostly maple, with some birch, there being
very little black ash or elm (Robert
Stevenson, Covey Hill, p.535).

The land was covered with as handsome a
bush as could be imagined, the trees being
large and set so wide apart that you could
drive a yoke of oxen, there being no under-
brush and few fallen logs. There were many
butternut trees, some of them 3 feet across
and giving 3 logs without a branch… (1831,
Benjamin Johnston, Covey Hill, p.537).

On the 2nd range there was a good deal of
hemlock, which caused it to be shunned, for
the settlers thought land poor where it grew
(1831, Benjamin Johnston, Covey Hill,
p.538).

My lot was finely covered with maple and
elm… (ca. 1831, William Barr,
Hemmingford, p.551).

In the fall they [pigs turned loose in the
bush] came out fat, fed mostly on beech-mast
(ca. 1835, William Barr, Hemmingford,
p.552).

Clear-cutting, Potash-making,
Land Cultivation, and other Agents of Changes

Lumbering for pines and oaks may have been the
first assault on the pre-colonial forest, but as trees of
exploitable size became scarce, other species once
thought to have no commercial value came into use,
notably sugar maple and other hardwoods. Moreover,
tree burning for potash-making rapidly became a
major lucrative activity of the early settlers. Potash
was one of the most important industrial chemicals,
being used as a fertilizer, in the production of soap,
glass and ceramic goods, and making colors fast in
printed cotton materials. Several hardwoods were
used for making potash although elm and black ash
were preferred. As mentioned previously, the ridges
were also cleared and cultivated, stoniness being then
less of an obstacle than excessive wetness. Today,
numerous stony walls delimiting different lots are
reminders of past cultivation on stony soils.

The mainstay of the settlers was potash, and,
as the price rose as high as $60 a barrel, and
two men could fill a barrel in a month, the
making of it yielded good wages. It was
hauled on ox-sleds to Montreal by way of St-
Remi, … (Hemmingford, p.19).

Their choice of lots was guided by the splen-
did timber for ashes that covered them, …
(1804, Franklin, p.28).

The magnificent growth of hardwood that
clad the pleasant slopes was looked upon not
merely as valuable for potash but as an indi-
cation of the richness of the soil, …
(Franklin, p.28).

The magnificent growth of hardwood the set-
tlers coined into cash, by making potash, …
(Franklin, p.30)

The land, as it became cleared by the making
of ashes, was planted with corn and pota-
toes… (Franklin, p.30).
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… the land was better, elm and hardwood
abounded for making potash (along the
Chateauguay River, p.31).

During winter they lumbered or made cord-
wood, so that every settler, when the ice
broke up, had a raft of either square timber
or cordwood to take to Montreal, and the rest
of the year they spent in clearing and culti-
vating the land and in making potash (along
the Chateauguay River, p.32).

… and a good deal of money was made by
the sale of square timber, masts, cordwood,
and potash, … (along the Chateauguay
River, p.40).

… [The Scotch] plodded on, day after day,
laboriously clearing the land of its trees and
bringing it into cultivation (along the
Chateauguay river, p.41)

Below Round Point little potash was made,
the bush not suiting, but above there was
much fine elm, which induced many to settle
(along the Chateauguay River, upstream
Allan’s Corners, p.45)

The timber along the Chateauguay [River]
and its tributaries was sold to Macaulay, a
Glengarry lumberman, who was given ten

years to remove it (along the Chateauguay
River, p.157).

About the time lumbering revived it became
obvious that the making of potash could be
carried on more profitably to all concerned
as a separate business than by the farmers
individually, so asheries were started (along
the Chateauguay River, p.158)

Every day saw the bush driven farther back,
for, despite heat and mosquitoes, the settlers
did not relax their exertions in chopping. The
trees that were suitable they burned, and
converted into ashes, which they paddled in
canoes up to the newly-opened store of Alex.
Ogilvie on the Laguerre [River], and sold
them for 12½ c   a bushel, which was a per-
fect godsend. An honest penny was also
earned by making cordwood, which was sent
on rafts to Montreal (probably 1821, near
Port Lewis and Newfoundout, St. Anicet,
p.184).

The main dependence of the settlers, howev-
er, was potash-making and lumbering. In
winter the woods were dotted with lumbering
shanties and an immense quantity of timber
was taken out (Dundee, p.205).

None of them paid attention to farming, their
dependence being placed upon lumbering,
so that their clearances were simply patches
for corn and potatoes (along Lac St.
François lakeshore, St. Anicet, p.216).

We all went into lumbering, which was an
injury to us... We rafted a good deal of cord-
wood to Montreal, and I have stayed there a
fortnight with a raft before I got it all sold.
The price ranged from $2.50 to $4 per cord
for maple, according to the supply (Duncan
aka “Torramore”, St. Anicet, p.217).

All winter the locality presented a busy
scene, teams hauling timber and cordwood
to the river bank… The trade in ashes was
large and remunerative, as may be judged
when Ogilvie averaged 250 barrels each
season, and pearled 50 barrels. McBain did
as large a business in ashes, although he
directed his attention mainly to lumbering
(Laguerre hamlet, St. Anicet, p.226).

An interesting subject connected with the
early days is the prices the settlers got for
lumber and newer, timber. Up to 1835, when
the supply began to be exhausted, the great
article of export was timber. What was most
sought for was masts and oars, and as the
woods became plundered of these, square tim-
ber grew in importance (St. Anicet, p. 226).
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Making potash was an arduous and time-consuming
task for the pioneers





holes in the swamps, which are still to be
seen, and our creek went dry (Patrick
Curran, St. Anicet, p.236).

… in 1825, when the Huckleberry rock was
swept bare by fire, these trees were destroyed
(Covey Hill, p.26).

The fires of 1825 left Dundee untouched,
and, alone in the county, it has never suffered
to any extent from burned soil (Dundee,
p.199).

The great fires of 1825 did not damage west
of the plank-road (Duncan aka
“Torramore”, St. Anicet, p.218).

… the year [1825] of the Miramichi fire…
There was fire here and there around, which,
besides destroying much timber, burned
holes in the soil and obstructed passage in
the bush by toppling over large trees
(William Miller, along the English River,
Williamstown, p.300).

The great fire of 1825 had swept over the
section, leaving a wide track of blasted for-
est, the great pines standing, white and
naked like a forest of masts as far as the eye
could reach… (near La Grande Décharge
[named Evident River at the time], a tribu-
tary of the Chateauguay River, p.337).

The fall we came was that of the Miramichi
fires. The largest fire was behind the village

and along the creek from lot 17, making a
great slash. A year or two afterwards the fire
again ran, and burned the fallen timber and
the black muck down to the clay (Alexander
Lunan, Godmanchester, p.421).

Up to that time [the year of the Miramichi
fires] there was no slash or brule in the
woods (James Hamilton, along the
Chateauguay River, Hinchinbrooke, p.467).

On the Outarde [River] the fire raged fierce-
ly, and felled so many trees… (1825,
Alexander Johnston, Hinchinbrooke,
p.470).

The flat west of the Outarde [River] bridge
had been terribly swept by fire during 1825,
the outlets so choked by fallen trees that it
was converted into a deep swamp. When it
did come to be reclaimed, the roots of the
great cedars were found under the second-
growth timber (The Lost Nation, between
Huntingdon and Athelstan, Hinchinbrooke,
p.483).

Low ground was badly burned [from the
Miramichi fires], and long tracks of black-
ened trees channelled the forest (W. C.
Roberts, Covey Hill, p.531).

And now what ?

The picture drawn from Sellar’s accounts of the
original natural setting of the Haut-Saint-Laurent is
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(“Hauling Timber” watercolour by J. H. de Rinzy/National Archives of Canada C-011200)






